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Price Pilots Two Horses to Top of  NRBC Open Preliminaries
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Find Draws for the Non Pro Classic Challenge and all shootouts inside

Includes Today’s Ford Arena Draws

SlideStreet Journal
Find complete results, draws, and more at NRBC.com

April 24, 2025

Today’s Schedule
Ford Truck
9 a.m. $25K Non Pro Classic Challenge, $5K Non Pro, Int. Non 
Pro, TRFAM Non Pro & Amt. Qualifier, World Reining Young & 
Senior Non Pro Qualifier
3:30 Markel Insurance Open Draw Party
5 p.m. Leadline
Yellowstone Rookie Shootout, Blo Gun/Spooks Grand Slam 
Masters Shootout, Fappani PH/Spooks N Jewels Legends 
Shootout, Rios Family of Brands Green Reiner Shootout
Super Duty Indoor
8 a.m. Youth 13 & Under, 14-18, and Unrestricted Youth, AQHA 
Youth 18 & Under, APHA Youth 18 & Under, TRFAM Youth Quali-
fier, World Reining Jr Riders Qualifier, Short Stirrup
Central Park Hall Arena
10  a.m. Int. Open, Ltd. Open, Rookie Pro., World Reining
Young & Senior Professionals Qualifier

Youth competition kicks off  today, with the  13  & Under, 
14-18, Short Stirrup, and Leadline .



2

Slide Street Journal NRBC.com

2

Kole Price had his horses dialed in during the preliminary 
round of the NRBC. The trainer from Pilot Point, Texas, quali-
fied all three of his Level 4 Classic entries for the Finals and 
topped the Novice Horse division with another entry.
Price also tied to win the Open Level 4 preliminary round on 
two horses—Picture Perrfect and Golden Coins—who both 
also earned the top spot in the American Paint Horse Associa-
tion Chrome Cash Incentive. Each horse picked up $14,938 in 
earnings from the preliminary round alone.
The draw for the Finals will take place Thursday, April 24, at 
the Markel Insurance Open Finals Draw Party, scheduled for 
3:30 p.m., immediately following a 3 p.m. press conference 
with the preliminary round winners. Both events are open to 
all attendees.
This year, the top 30 from the Open Level 4, Level 3, and Level 
2 will earn a spot in the clean-slate finals, as will the top 27 in 
the Level 1 and the top 20 in the Open Prime Time. Competi-
tors who qualify in Levels 3, 2, 1, or Prime Time will compete 
on Friday, April 25, while the Level 4 Finals will be held Satur-
day, April 26.

The scores needed to advance were:
Level 4 – 218.5
Level 3 – 215.5
Level 2 – 212.5
Level 1 – 210
Prime Time – 213.5 (including handicap)

The preliminary round winners for each level are:

Level 4 (tie) – Kole Price & Picture Perrfect - 224
2021 Stallion (Spooks Gotta Whiz x Isnt She Perfect)
Owned by Ronald Anderson | Bred by Amy Medows
 
Level 4 (tie) – Kole Price & Golden Coins - 224
2020 Stallion (Spooks Gotta Gun x Electric Cha Ching)
Owned by Coin Toss LLC | Bred by Silver Spurs Equine

Level 3 – Nathan Piper & LG Hang Ten Dreams – 221
2018 Mare (Magnum Chic Dream x Hang Ten Spook)
Owned and Bred by Leonardo Guimaraes

Level 2 – Robin Schoeller & Shine Oh Shine – 218
2020 Mare (Shine Chic Shine x Miz Whizconsin)
Owned and Bred by Ruoff Dietter Reining Horses

Level 1 – Breann Huyett & Conceal N My Magnum – 215
2019 Gelding (SG Frozen Enterprize x Platinum Magnum)
Owned by Heather Laird | Bred by Loren Booth

Prime Time (tie) – Tom McCutcheon & Stoppingforstarbucks – 
220.5 (with handicap)
2021 Mare (Gunners Special Nite x Chic Olena Starbuck)
Bred & Owned by Turnabout Farm Inc.

Prime Time (tie) – Franco Bertolani & Vulcano – 220.5
2021 Stallion (Spooks Gotta Whiz x Dun It In Silver)
Owned by Vulcano LLC | Bred by Diane Sibley

The Field is Set 
National Reining Breeders Classic Open Finals
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SHOW SCHEDULE

2025 NRBC SCHEDULES & RESULTS

DAILY SCHEDULE

WARM-UP/SCHOOLING SCHEDULE DRAWS/RESULTS
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National Reining Breeders Classic
Ancillary Champions Crowned
Novice Horse Non Pro Level 2 and Level 3 Cham-
pion - Alea Lasaponara & Never Dun Dreamn

From Campbell Hall, New York, Alea Lasaponara and 
Never Dun Dreamn will be bringing back a Novice 
Horse Non Pro Level 2 and Level 3 Championship to 
the Northeast. 
Marking a 71.5, Lasaponara and the 5-year-old stal-
lion by Magnum Chic Dream and out of ARC Dun With 
Ya won over a thousand dollars between the two 
wins. 
“I’ve had him for a little over a year now, and he’s 
taught me so much. He’s been really fun to show,” 
Lasaponara said. Never Dun Dreamn is bred by Vicki 
Dias and owned by AML Reiners. While Lasaponara 
and the gelding’s Derby Prelims earlier this week 
didn’t go perfectly, they were able to smooth things 
over in Slate 2 of the Novice Horse Non Pro. 
“My plan on my run today was to just go in and give 
him a good, confident ride. I showed him in the 
Derby Prelims, and we had a little bit of bobbles here 
and there, so I just wanted to go back and just give 
him a nice, confident ride.”
The pair definitely picked up a boost of confidence 
with the win, but Lasaponara’s confidence isn’t only 
measured in wins; her team of people are her ulti-
mate encouragers.
“I would like to thank my family, my team – espe-
cially Josiane (Gauthier). I wouldn’t be able to do any 
of this without her. Really, this is all God’s plan at the 
end of the day.”

Don’t miss out on todays events-
Follow us on Facebook and Instagram
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Novice Horse Non Pro Level 2 and Level 3 High Point Champion - Grace Tachikawa & Maggie Magnum

Although Grace Tachikawa and Maggie Magnum 
may have originally planned on taking a day off and 
keeping their names out of the draw sheet for Slate 
2 of the Novice Horse Non Pro Level 2 and Level 3, 
when the pieces fell into place just right for Central 
Park Hall Arena’s slated pattern, sitting out didn’t 
seem like the right choice.
“After the other day, I know I was like, ‘Oh, I’ll give 
her a break. I won’t show her in the Novice Horse.’ 
And then we saw it was pattern three, and I’m like, 
‘You know, that would be a good pattern to end 
the show on. It’s totally different, and it gives us a 
chance to kind of school and just lope her through 
it, let her relax,’” Tachikawa said. 
While she may have planned to use it as a no pres-
sure schooling session, it came with its perks, as 
Tachikawa and Maggie Magnum ended up as the 
Novice Horse Non Pro Level 2 and Level 3 High Point 
Champions with their score of a 71, as well as tying for second place in the Level 2 and 3.
“My plan was just to go do it and get a score, and that was it, and she was pretty honest… I just kind of 
pushed her through the bridle in my hand a few times, but she was there every step of the way. She’s just 
that good. She’s so steady.”
The steady 9-year-old mare bred by Casey Hinton and owned by SRQ Performance Horses is by Magnum Chic 
Dream and out of Skeets Red Dunit. After that stellar performance, it seems Maggie Magnum didn’t particu-
larly care for a day off either – she’d much rather win buckles instead. 

Novice Horse Non Pro Level 1 and High Point Champion - Lindsey McCutcheon & Dreamy Lil Gun

Scoring a 71, Lindsey McCutcheon and Dreamy Lil Gun clean swept 
their level of the Novice Horse Non Pro, winning both the Level 1 
and High Point championship. 
“The mare I showed today, I’ve been showing for a few years now. 
We got her as a two-year-old actually, so (we’ve) had her for a while, 
and she’s just been a consistent little ancillary horse for me. (I) show 
her in two slates everywhere we go, and she just keeps on trucking 
along. She’s a pretty reliable horse,” McCutcheon said. 
Bred by Kathleen Roach and owned by Scott and Kathleen McCutch-
eon, the 6-year-old mare is by Magnum Chic Dream and out of Freck-
les Nu Lil Gun.  “We knew when we saw her as a two-year-old that 
we wanted to give her a try,” McCutcheon said.  Giving Dreamy Lil 
Gun a try is a decision the McCutcheons are glad they made, espe-
cially considering the mare’s ability to navigate tricker setups. 
“This is kind of a tricky pattern, I think, for everybody. It’s kind of 
a smaller arena to do the pattern in, so I think you got to be really, 
really specific about where you take your horse through the pattern 
in… She steered around really good for me. I don’t think I’ve ever 
run this pattern on her before… She was with me, and it was fun.” 
Beyond her great horse, McCutcheon thanks her parents, everybody in her barn, and the entire NRBC staff 
for putting together a great show she loves to attend – and apparently win at. 
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Rookie Professional Champion - Garrett Lazaro & 
Tonite Tonite

Whether backing into a box or sliding into a stop, 
Garrett Lazaro knows how to win in either discipline. 
This time, his name was being called over a reining 
arena speaker. 
Lazaro and Tonite Tonite, who is by Crystallized Gun-
ner and out of Starrystarrynite, pulled off the Rookie 
Professional Championship in the Super Duty Arena, 
scoring a 73. Tonite Tonite is bred by Domingo Al-
varado and owned by Skye Lazaro.
Lazaro’s boss, Jarvis Anderson, showed the 4-year-
old stallion at the NRHA Futurity last year and made 
the Level 2 Finals. Deciding Tonite Tonite would ben-
efit from some more time in the show pen, Anderson 
sent Lazaro out on him for the Rookie Professional 
at the NRBC. 
“I was very nervous going into it, mainly about the 
lead changes… But I knew he could circle pretty, 
stop huge and turn pretty, and I knew I could make 
up some points in that area,” Lazaro said. 
While Lazaro spends a lot of time on the back of 
a reiner, he also spends some time with a rope in 
hand. Success in both spaces holds merit, but win-
ning in the reining pen measures slightly different 
because of the mental aspect of it. 
“The reining pen feels more psychological but at the 
same time, the roping as well is very psychological. 
In reining, I feel like I go out there, and I get anxious 
about certain maneuvers, certain spots. I get ner-
vous that my horse is going to look a certain way. In 
the roping pen, I get nervous for myself going out 

there. It’s a very mental game on both ends.”
While the reining pen may personally put more pres-
sure on himself from time to time, sometimes that 
added pressure is what is needed to secure a win, 
and that’s what Lazaro did today.

NRBC Named No. 1 AQHA Alliance Event for 2024

The National Reining Breeders Classic (NRBC) has 
been recognized as the No. 1 ranked AQHA Alliance 

event for 2024 by the American Quarter Horse Associ-
ation, topping the list of events across all disciplines.
The NRBC hosted two slates of AQHA classes in 2024, 
totaling 305 entries in Junior Reining, Senior Reining, 
Amateur Reining, Amateur Select Reining, and AQHA 

Youth 18 & Under.
“This recognition from the AQHA is something we’re 

proud of,” said NRBC President Tom McCutcheon. 
“We are glad to feature AQHA classes to benefit our 

owners and riders who are either trying to get quali-
fied for the AQHA World Shows or to get points on 

their horses.”

TOP
ALLIANCE EVENT

20 24
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Vendor Spotlights-
Kyle Tack
Based in Whitesboro, TX, Kyle Tack is your one-stop 
shop for all things western!
From saddles, bits, spurs, headstalls, and more — 
they’ve got you covered. Need something custom or a 
leather fix? They also offer custom saddles and expert 
leather repair!
Find them in the vendor hall behind the Ford Truck 
Arena and be sure to see Marshall for top-notch ser-
vice.
 “Where horsemen shop and the Customer comes 
first”
kyletack.com

CR Ranchwear
Looking for the perfect western shirt? CR Ranchwear 
has you covered — literally!
Located in the Vendor Hall behind the Ford Truck 
Arena, they’ve got hundreds of shirts in stock in every 
color imaginable.
Handmade in Dallas, TX using the finest 100% cotton, 
CR shirts are designed with longer sleeves and tails — 
so they look sharp in the saddle and beyond.
Swing by their booth to find your next favorite shirt, or 
shop online at crranchwear.com

Nautilus Equine Salt Water Spa 
Has your horse worked hard this week? Give them the 
recovery they deserve!
Find the mobile spa trailer between the Mustang 
Arena and the Ford Dealers Barn in the parking lot.
Their unique spa uses a combo of hot & cold salt water 
therapy to help with lower leg maintenance and rehab 
— perfect for performance horses!
Call 908-752-2293 to learn more or schedule a session.
“World Class Therapy Solutions for World Class Ath-
letes”
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Open [1] Champion - Kaci O’Rourke & 
The Firemen

Kaci O’Rourke and The Firemen already pack an 
impressive resume. When they won the NRHA Level 
3 and 4 Open Futurity at the tailend of 2024—a feat 
that hadn’t yet been accomplished by a woman—
the pair made history. 
Here at the NRBC, they are adding to that resume by 
winning the Open Championship.
O’Rourke and the 4-year-old stallion, who is bred by 
Tamarack Ranch and owned by Peter and Courtney 
Morgan, scored a 75.5 to take the win. The Firemen, 
by Inferno Sixty Six and out of Redhot Walla, has 
already accumulated lifetime earnings surpassing 
$400,000. 
“Us and the owners elected not to show him here in 
the Classic just because we wanted to save him for 
the Derby and the 100x in the fall and just be really 
mindful of his longevity being that he’s only a four-
year-old. But I wanted to take the week to kind of 
prepare him and school him and just make sure he 
was ready for that next outing,” O’Rourke said. 
O’Rourke is grateful to the Morgans for letting 
her train and show such a talented horse. “He felt 
incredible mentally. I had never even stepped foot 
in that pen before with him. So he’s just so focused, 
and he’s just such a good student. When we walked 
in, he was really quiet.”
A new pen doesn’t mean added pressure – at least 
not for The Fireman. “I wanted to put my show 
clothes on and just see how he was going to feel 
with a little bit of pressure, and I just took him 
in nice and easy, and I mean he was absolutely           

fantastic,” O’Rourke said.
O’Rourke has never doubted the stallion for even a 
second, but pulling an Open win like this was just 
the thing the team needed to springboard their mis-
sion of keeping their names in the history books. 

Vendor Spotlight
B Balanced Chiropractic LLC

B Balanced Chiropractic is a mobile animal and human 
chiropractic practice serving North Texas and Okla-
homa. They value the connection that forms between 
the horse and rider, and the focus their work on treat-
ing you together as a team. They are proud to pro-
vide a quality chiropractic experience and consistent 
commitment to the health and wellness of you and 
your horse.  They are located in the Ford Dealers Barn 
and provide Chiropractic Adjustments and Soft Tissue 
Therapy.  Contact Kati to schedule your appointment 
today! 940-373-0891
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Non Pro Champion - Kathleen Armenta & 
Off N Running

With over 20 years of NRBC experience, Kathleen 
Armenta knows how to win, especially when the color 
blue fills the arena. 
Aboard Off N Running, a 10-year-old gelding by Walla 
Walla Whiz and out of Spook Off Sparks, Armenta 
won the Non Pro Championship with a score of 73. 
Off N Running is bred by Arcese Quarter Horses and 
owned by Armenta Quarter Horses.
Their spins weren’t the only thing that was speedy – 
their trip to the arena was also quick. 
“The class before us went really fast, so we had a 
timeline, and then the timeline got shortened up, and 
we were kind of in a hurry. So we warmed up really 
fast, and then we headed over to the Central Park 
Arena, and we had about five horses to go,” Armenta 
said. 
Rushed or not, Armenta knows her way around the 
Expo Square. 
“I’ve been coming to the NRBC for 20 some years, 
since it was in Katy, Texas. We loved it in Katy, but this 

is so much bigger and so much and greater now being in Tulsa.”
When asked who she’d like to thank, Armenta said, “Everybody here at the barn – Casey Hinton, Kathy Hin-
ton, Bill, Nancy, my co-Non Pro in the barn, (and) Steve Brownlee who’s our former Non Pro in the barn.” 
With many years in the reining industry, it’s clear to see Armenta has acquired quite the support system, as 
well as NRBC success. 

Intermediate Open & Limited Open Champion - Naike Bell & 
Boujee
Naike Bell and Boujee snuck onto the leaderboard in the Super 
Duty Arena to win both the Intermediate Open and Limited Open 
Championship. 
Scoring a 75, the duo will be cashing in over a grand for the com-
bined total of the wins. 
Boujee is by Magnum Chic Dream and out of Chexanicki. The 
8-year-old mare is bred by Alpha Quarter Horses and owned by 
Thorsport. 
In the grand scheme of things, Bell has only been piloting Boujee 
for a short time, spending the bulk of the winter getting to know 
the mare – and it clearly paid off.  “My favorite part was definitely 
the stop… She stopped huge. And I got the roll back to go with it, 
so that was pretty snappy, and it was fun,” Bell said. 
While Bell has never competed in the Derby, an Ancillary class is 
one she is accustomed to at the NRBC – her familiarity with a two 
slated class evident in her double-title win. 
Bell is quick to thank the people who have helped her and Boujee 
excel at this level. “(I thank) Allison Thorson that owns the mare 
and my husband Brian Bell that is always behind me – he got me a good horse to show.”
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Vendor Spotlight
Rod Patrick Boots
Just a few blocks from the Will 
Rogers facility in Fort Worth, Rod 
Patrick Bootmakers keeps over 
15,000 pairs of boots comfortably 
stocked and waiting to find their 
perfect fit!
Can’t make the trip to Texas? No 
problem! Stop by and see Bobby 
Smith at the Rod Patrick booth on 
the concourse of the Ford Truck 
Arena—right here at the show!
Open daily at 9 a.m. for a per-
sonalized, hands-on boot fitting 
experience.
 RodPatrickBoots.com
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Non Pro Intermediate Champion - 
Kennedy Williams & Wildniteinhollywood

Kennedy Williams and Wildniteinhollywood are 
the pair to take home gold in the form of a Non 
Pro Intermediate Championship, scoring a 72. 
Wildniteinhollywood is by Hollywood Dun It and 
out of Best Nite Ever. The 6-year-old gelding is 
bred by Ubere Agropecuaria Eireli and owned by 
Williams. 
“I’ve had him for right about a year now. In the 
last few months, we’ve definitely had a lot of 
improvements. Today I was kind of planning on 
just cruising him through, but he ended up being 
really good for me and managed to get me a good 
score to win,” Williams said. 
Williams didn’t put much pressure on the gelding 
and figured she’d see where the cards fall when 
it’s all said and done – and they landed just right, 
as the team turned in a smooth run deserving of a 
title. 
“So he started out with his stops, (which) were 
beautiful… His circles were phenomenal. He just 
put his head down and ran for me, slowed down 
like an angel, as always. And then ended off with 

some of his best spins that we’ve had in the show pen for sure,” Williams said.
Having their smoothest spins yet at the NRBC is a great place for personal bests, but the team didn’t get here 
alone.  “(I thank) both my parents, of course, for supporting me through all of us… My trainer Clint Ramsey, 
for always being there and being super, super helpful through all of it,” Williams said.
As a youth contender, Williams feels fortunate to have parents and a trainer who strive to make sure her 
dreams—such as winning a Non Pro Intermediate Championship—are always within reach. 

More TRFAM Qualifiers Named at the NRBC
The National Reining Breeders Classic is an official quali-
fying event for The Run For A Million, and the first slate of 
Non Pro and Amateur qualifiers has been determined.

As the only Central region qualifying event for the TRFAM 
Amateur division, the NRBC plays an important role in 
advancing riders to Las Vegas.

Non Pro [1] Qualifiers

Joetta Bell & Dream On Whiz

Chloe Cannon & Mr Hollywood Cee

Nancy Murfin-Moxley & Mega Mag

Andrea Stillo & Gunna Matter To U

Courtney Hammit & Ruf Spook

Amateur [1] Qualifiers

Joetta Bell & Dream On Whiz

Chloe Cannon & Mr Hollywood Cee

Nancy Murfin-Moxley & Mega Mag

Barbara Hanaghan & Gotta Revolution

Headshot Reminder:

If your name is listed here or among the previously an-
nounced Rookie qualifiers, please stop by the Media Of-
fice for a quick headshot before you leave Tulsa.

We are still missing headshots from:

Kelley Gravenslund

Emma Graves

Kate Russell

Jordan Wright Du Plessis

Peyton Langford

Justine Chase

Minki Venter
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While he may be classified as a Short Stirrup com-
petitor, 10-year-old Will Davidson’s list of ambitions is 
anything but short. 
Coming off a streak of Short Stirrup wins, Will is look-
ing to get even more titles under his belt coming into 
this year’s NRBC aboard horse What The Fuzz. So far 
in 2025, the pair has placed in five classes, recently 
winning the Youth 10 & Under Short Stirrup at the The 
Spring Fling show and placing third in both slates of the 
Short Stirrup at the Oklahoma Ride & Slide.
Will and What The Fuzz are a fairly new team in the are-
na, as the Davidsons purchased the 7-year-old gelding 
from Cade McCutcheon this past fall. Known as “Fuzz” 
around the barn, he is by Spooks Gotta Whiz and out of 
Gotta Git Ya Dun. 
Thanks to trainer Nathan Piper, the Davidson’s were 
able to find Fuzz. 
“We’re very fortunate. Nathan helped us find Fuzz,” 
Casey Davidson, Will’s mom, said. Through riding with 
Piper, Will has been able to make leaps and bounds in 
the saddle, making the long commute to ride with the 
successful trainer well worth it.
“We keep our horses at home in Nacogdoches – it’s 
very deep East Texas. So when we go to ride with 
Nathan, we drive about four and a half hours. We maintain Will’s horse at home, but Nathan can also kind of 
tune on him a little bit at the show,” Casey said. 
While Casey has competed at the NRBC in past years, this week she is just “momming it” and running Will 
and daughter Deanna (who’s competing in the Non Pro this week) between arenas. 
Will plans to compete in the Short Stirrup on Friday in the Central Park Hall arena. Having already marked 
several upper 60 scores—more recently receiving a 72 in a warm up class—aboard Fuzz in their short time 
together thus far, the youth rider has some big goals in mind. When asked about his goals in the Texas Rein-
ing Horse Association specifically, Will said, “To get first in the All-Around and win a saddle and buckle.”
Casey is grateful that the industry places an emphasis and focus on its youth competitors. “It’s kind of a big 
deal for Short Stirrups to win a saddle. We’re excited about that. He’s been working really hard,” Casey said.
Will might only have a couple years worth of reining experience, but those handful of years have brought 
some success – success the young cowboy is thankful for.  “(I would like to thank) my dad, for getting me 
to show, Mr. Nathan for coaching me, my friends, and then I have to thank my mom – she does all the show 
shirts,” Will said. 
With such a committed support system and work ethic, a champion Short Stirrup buckle and saddle very 
possibly may be the next goal the team can check off their list. 

Classic Connection- Will Davidson

Won money or prizes? Be sure to pick them up in the awards office!
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Novice Horse Open & Chrome Cash Champion - 
Kole Price
Kole Price is making his mark on the 2025 NRBC, 
and he’s doing it with a stacked string of horses. 
A triple threat on arena dirt, he piloted three into 
the Ford Arena’s winner’s circle to earn a Novice 
Horse Open and Chrome Cash Championship. 
Scoring a 220.5, Price and Thee Price Is Right 
secured the win in the Novice Horse Open. Thee 
Price Is Right is by Spooks Gotta Whiz and out of  
Ruf Style Of Play. The 4-year-old gelding is bred by 
Axel Bouchner and owned by Toni Dunker. Thee 
Price Is Right also placed fifth in the Open Chrome 
Cash. 
Thee Price Is Right was not one of Price’s allotted 
three for the Open Level 4 Classic. 
“The Price is Right, I showed him actually (on) 
Monday… I was very, very happy with him. The 
reason we decided to just show him in the Novice 
is to just kind of season him a little bit… I thought 
this would be a good way for me to make a run 
and keep seasoning him without putting all the 
extra pressure on him, and he showed perfect. He 
was exactly mentally where I wanted him to be,” 
Price said. 
Along with a Novice Horse Open title, Price also 
claimed the Chrome Cash Championship aboard two horses – scoring a 224 on Picture Perrfect, then step-
ping into the ring the following Wednesday morning with Golden Coins to match it.
“Picture Perrfect, I showed him yesterday (Tuesday), he was a 224. He was awesome. He really stopped big. 
Circled huge like he does… He was super easy to show. I was super happy with him.”
Picture Perrfect is bred by Amy Medows and owned by Ronald Anderson. The 4-year-old stallion, who is by 
Spooks Gotta Whiz and out of Isnt She Perfect, has already acquired $173,701 in lifetime earrings.
Golden Coins— also a stallion—is bred by Silver Spurs Equine and owned by Coin Toss. The 5-year-old is by 
Spooks Gotta Gun and out of Electric Cha Ching. 
“This morning (Wednesday), on Golden Coins, I was a 224 with him as well. He showed like an absolute ma-
chine out there. He was super confident. Electric but super quiet. So I was tickled with both of those horses, 
and (I’m) super excited for the finals.” 
With the two titles on three horses, Price will be pocketing $15,665. While Price credits the horses he sat on 
for that payday, he also thanks his wife, Kelsey Price. 
“I’m going to thank my wife because she’s been very tough on me with practicing and schooling and… hold-
ing myself accountable, being correct. We’re big believers that confidence comes from the preparation that 
you do at home, so I’m going to give all the credit to my wife.”
Beyond Thee Price Is Right, Picture Perrfect, and Golden Coins, Price also piloted Scottie Doesnt Know to a 
fourth-place finish in the Open Chrome Cash with a score of 221, earning $886. The three horses Price will be 
advancing to the Saturday finals on are Picture Perrfect, Golden Coins, and Scottie Doesnt Know – and he 
may just be going for a three-for-three once more. 

To watch live visit www.nrbc.com
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From the beginning, Alea Lasaponara had the 
bright lights of the Olympics in her sights. Start-
ing at the age of two at a local lesson barn, Lasap-
onara’s feet sat in irons and her hands held reins 
that were close-looped. 
“My goal had been to go to the Olympics and 
be a big equitation rider. My parents told me if 
I wanted to do that, I had to go work for it. So I 
put in the hours at the barn – I helped with stalls, 
turnout, the whole nine yards. Eventually, they 
started letting me take lessons with some big 
name hunter jumper riders, which was the best 
thing in the world to me at the time,” Lasaponara 
said. 
Lasaponara gained invaluable experience work-
ing beneath those top-notch riders and decided 
maybe her interest fell more in the scope of jump-
ing than equitation. With that switch, she began 

riding with BJ Ehrhardt, a Grand Prix level equestrian, and Peter Leone, a show jumping Olympican. Yet, 
Lasaponoara’s course would change when her dad decided to bring home a horse of a completely different 
discipline. 
“On the way home from a show, my dad told me he had bought a reining horse. And I was like, ‘What’s a rein-
ing horse, dad?’ At first, I didn’t know what reining was, but eventually I got hooked.”
It took one show outing on the horse Lasaponoara’s dad brought home for her to trade in breeches for a pair 
of chaps. 
“I’ve officially been reining for three years now, and I’ve been with Josiane (Gauthier)—who I’m very grateful 
for, and I couldn’t be doing any of this without—for a year now,” Lasaponoara said. 
Transitioning to a completely different discipline has certainly come with its own set of variations for Lasa-
ponoara.
“I do think that my mentality going into showing in the English was different… If you miss a distance to a 
jump, you and your horse can get seriously hurt. Riding reiners, I think it’s helped me and my headspace a lot 
more. If you miss a stop, it’s okay. There’s always another show.”
“I also think that riding English gave me a really strong foundation for reining. There were a few things, like 
your hand position, but overall, I feel like I did pick it up fairly naturally,” Lasaponoara said. 
Although still new to the industry in the grand scheme of things, for the last two years (this year behind her 
third) Lasaponoara has attended the NRBC, she has made a Finals. She also has racked up nearly $94,000 in 
lifetime earnings already as a Non Pro. 
Although her most current success has been on the back of reiner, Lasaponoara thanks all of the trainers 
she’s crossed paths with – no matter the type of saddle they had her in. 
“All of my trainers since I was two years old to now, English or reining, they’ve all helped me get here.” 

Classic Connection
Alea Lasaponara

To watch live visit www.nrbc.com
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