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The third section draw begins on page 8. 

Includes the Open Prelim Draw

SlideStreet Journal
Find complete results, draws, and more at NRBC.com

April 23, 2025

Today’s Schedule
Ford Truck
9 a.m. Open Classic Prelims (3rd Section)

$30K Novice Horse Open

Super Duty Indoor
8 a.m. Open, Int. Open, Ltd. Open, Rookie Pro. (2nd 
Section) AQHA Jr & Sr Reining,  APHA Open  World 
Reining Young & Senior Professionals Qualifier

Central Park Hall Arena

8:30 a.m. Nov. Horse Non Pro L1, L2, L3, AQHA Ama-
teur/Select, Non Pro, Int. Non Pro, TRFAM Non Pro & 
Amat. Qualifier, World Reining Young & Senior Non Pro 
Qualifier

Kids of all ages are invited to come join in the fun of the 
Bouncing Horse Races Thursday April 24 at 2 p.m. 
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There was a switch up in the top-spot of the Open pre-
liminary round following the second section, with Kole 
Price piloting Picture Perrfect to the top spot with a 224.

Price, a Million Dollar Rider, also holds the top spot in the 
Open Novice Horse, Thee Price Is Right, with a 220.5.

The preliminary round wraps up Wednesday and will 
decide the finalists, as well as who will win the Novice 
Horse Open division as well as the APHA Chrome Cash 
Incentive.
 
This year, the top 30 from the Open Level 4, Level 3, and 
Level 2 will earn a spot in the clean-slate finals on Satur-
day, April 26, as will the top 27 in the Level 1 and the top 
14 in the Open Prime Time.
 
The current leaders in each level and division are:
Level 4 & Open Chrome Cash – Kole Price & Picture Per-
rfect - 224
2021 Stallion (Spooks Gotta Whiz x Isnt She Perfect)
Owned by Ronald Anderson | Bred by Amy Medows
 
Level 3  – Nathan Piper & LG Hang Ten Dreams – 221
2018 Mare (Magnum Chic Dream x Hang Ten Spook)
Owned and Bred by Leonardo Guimaraes

 
Level 2 – Guglielmo Fontana & Sixty Six Secrets – 217.5
2018 Stallion (Inferno Sixty Six x Wimpys Lil Secret)
Owned by Slide or Die LLC | Bred by Tammy Brown
 
Prime Time (tie) – Tom McCutcheon & Stoppingforstar-
bucks – 220.5 (with handicap)
2021 Mare (Gunners Special Nite x Chic Olena Starbuck)
Bred & Owned by Turnabout Farm Inc.
 
Prime Time (tie) – Franco Bertolani & Vulcano – 220.5
2021 Stallion (Spooks Gotta Whiz x Dun It In Silver)
Owned by Vulcano LLC | Bred by Diane Sibley
 
Level 1 – Breann Huyett & Conceal N My Magnum – 215
2019 Gelding (SG Frozen Enterprize x Platinum Magnum)
Owned by Heather Laird | Bred by Loren Booth
 
Novice Horse Open – Kole Price & Thee Price Is Right – 
220.5
2021 Gelding (Spooks Gotta Whiz x Ruf Style Of Play)
Owned by Toni Dunker | Bred by Axel Bouchner

Level 4 = 30
Level 3 = 30
Level 2 = 30
Level1 = 27

Prime Time = 14

Kole Price & Picture Perrfect Take Lead of NRBC Open Preliminary Round

Number To The Open Finals
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National Reining Breeders Classic
Ancillary Champions Crowned
Prime Time Rookie High Point & Level 2 High 
Point Champion -  Valerie Sturgeon & Whizkeys 
Shining Gun 

This is not the first time Valerie Sturgeon and Whiz-
keys Shining Gun have been in the winner’s circle 
this NRBC. 
On Sunday, they won the Prime Time Rookie & 
Rookie Level 1 Championship in the Super Duty 
Arena, and while the arena may have changed to 
Central Park Hall for this win, the pair’s success this 
week remains consistent no matter the scenery 
change. 
With a score of 71.5, Sturgeon and Whizkeys Shin-
ing Gun snuck their way into the Prime Time Rookie 
High Point and Level 2 High Point Championship 
title. They also will be advancing to the Yellowstone 
Rookie Shootout on Thursday in the Ford Truck 
Arena. 
The 8-year-old gelding is by Guns R For Shootin and 
out of Whizkeynrhinestones. He is bred by Rhodes 
River Ranch and owned by Caleb Sturgeon.
“We’ve owned him for five years now. He’s very spe-
cial. He kind of has some unique personality also. He 
kind of wants to be in your pocket. And he is not the 
best behaved horse sometimes on the ground, but 
once you’re on his back, he is a perfect gentleman,” 
Sturgeon said. 
While he may be a tick naughty on the ground—like 

many winners are—he is nothing if not dependable 
in the show pen – and he has the acquired titles this 
week to prove it. 
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Rookie Level 1 & High Point Champion – Lexi Laster & KR Dually Dun Gun
Although the level may have 
changed in Slate 2, Lexi Laster and 
KR Dually Dun Gun are defend-
ing their right to a Rookie title.   
On Sunday, they won the Rookie 
Level 2 Championship, and today 
in Central Park Hall Arena, they 
came back to score a 71.5 to win 
the Rookie Level 1 and High Point 
Championship. Laster and KR 
Dually Dun Gun will also be ad-
vancing to the Yellowstone Rookie 
Shootout.
“He just tries his hardest out in the 
show pen every time,” Laster said 
of the 12-year-old gelding by Mister 
Nicadual and out of Gunner Git Ya 
Dun. KR Dually Dun Gun is bred by 
Pete L. Kyle and owned by Laster. 
When asked about her 2025 NRBC 
experience, Laster said, “This 
NRBC is so much fun because we 
came about two years ago, and 
we just haven’t been able to come back since.” The opportunity to return back to Tulsa for the first time in a 
long time alone makes for a special week, but a Yellowstone Rookie Shootout qualification, Rookie Level 2 
Championship, and Rookie Level 1 and High Point Championship certainly adds to that experience.

Prime Time Rookie Champion - Susan Fiely & Cash Made Easy
Susan Fiely and Cash Made Easy didn’t have any trouble 
swooping in to snag the Slate 2 Prime Time Rookie Cham-
pionship. With a score of 72.5, they also will be advancing 
to Thursday’s Yellowstone Rookie Shootout held in the 
Ford Truck Arena.  
Cash Made Easy is by Lil Joe Cash and out of Easy Lil 
Lady. The 10-year-old gelding is bred by Darling 888 
Ranch and owned by Fiely. “I’ve had him for about two 
years now, and he is just full of personality… Which is 
what we love. He unties all the knots in the barn, he 
dumps his water bucket – all that,” Fiely said. 
Cash Made Easy isn’t all play, as the team put together a 
very respectable run in the Central Park Hall Arena. 
“We had a great go. This was honestly probably a person-
al best for us.” Fiely and Cash Made Easy are looking to 
turn in another solid run in the Shootout and maybe even 
top that new personal best. 
Fiely personally thanks her husband, family, friends, and 
Trevor Dare Performance Horses for their support – espe-
cially Angela Pratt for her continued help with “Cash.”
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In October, Valerie Sturgeon was 
barely conscious in the wreckage of 
a smoking, totaled car. Soix months 
later, at this very NRBC, Sturgeon is 
back competing – just with a little 
extra hardware besides the metal of 
her belt buckle.
After a severe car crash left Sturgeon 
with seven broken ribs, a fractured 
sternum in two places, breaks in her 
L4 and L5 vertebrae, and a broken 
wrist now harboring a plate and seven 
screws, the 2025 NRBC was not par-
ticularly in the cards. 
“It happened on October 8th. I was on 
my way to work. Somebody ran a stop 
sign and T-boned me going about 50 
miles an hour. I never saw her, she 
never braked. I was in the hospital for 
seven days,” Sturgeon said. 
Following her hospital stay, Sturgeon’s mobility was 
vastly limited. She slept in a recliner for six weeks 
and was off work for over five months. 
“Thank God my husband works from home because 
he was able to be there – I couldn’t get up and down. 
It was frustrating because I’m a very independent 
person, and I couldn’t do anything. I couldn’t write, I 
couldn’t cook… I just recently went back to work in 
March.” 
Since then, Sturgeon has been on a horse just a 
handful of times. 
“The first time I got on a horse was in Florida in Feb-
ruary. I went to the Florida Classic, and they took my 
horse because my son was showing his there. I rode 
almost every day and just increased by each day – 
getting my body back to see what my body would 
even do.”
While Sturgeon’s recovery process on the back of a 
horse hasn’t been a particularly rushed one, her first 
show back was just two weeks ago in Tampa.   And 
despite limited time in the saddle leading up to the 
NRBC, Sturgeon clinched the Prime Time Rookie and 
Rookie Level 1 Championship on Sunday with a score 
of 73. 

“I’m pretty competitive, so I wanted to go out there 
and try to do my best, just like everybody else. And 
that was a big score for me. I think the biggest I’ve 
had was maybe a 71.5 or 72, but to have a 73, it was 
like, ‘Wow,’ Sturgeon said. 
Sturgeon said the remaining swelling left over from 
the trauma of the injury will take a year to complete-
ly subside, but being in the arena may just be the 
best medicine at this point in her recovery. 
“One of  my co-workers couldn’t believe I was back 
doing this. And I’m like, ‘Actually, this is easier than 
being at my job sometimes,’” Sturgeon said, laugh-
ing. 
Although Sturgeon may already have some hardware 
floating around in her wrist, that may be the very 
thing to give her the edge to win a different type of 
hardware at this year’s NRBC. 

Classic Connection
Valerie Sturgeon 

Leadline Class Thursday April 24 at 5pm
 Ford Truck Arena
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The amount of talent walking the grounds at 
the NRBC is a number that couldn’t be mea-
sured, even with the draw sheets.With over 
millions and millions of dollars worth of horse 
flesh in Tulsa this week, standout performers 
and their riders can be found on every corner. 
Julie Boer and Out Of The Furnace are a duo 
taking up space in one of these corners. 

Although declared as a Non Pro, Boer’s lifetime 
reining earnings are quickly approaching 
$200,000. Out Of The Furnace, owned by Boer 
and bred by Joe Hayes, is also climbing the 
ranks, sitting at $58,998. However, the 7-year-
old gelding by Inferno Sixty Six and out of 
Shinaka had a recent hurdle to overcome in his 
career. 

“He’s kind of a special guy. He had colic sur-
gery on January 4th. This is his first time back, 
and he showed me he still wants to play with 
the big boys,” Boer said. 

Although the surgery was minor and there 
were no complications, it was still a slight setback. The pair’s first time back in the arena was the Prime Time Non Pro class on 
Sunday, where they three-way tied for second with a 71 score. 

“It means the world to me to get to ride him. I mean, we’re just starting him back. The Derby hopefully is gonna be our first real 
big, big show. So this is kind of the beginning, but he’s come so quickly and he’s been super strong.” 

Leading up to January, Out Of The Furnace and Boer were gaining fast momentum, scoring some impressive wins. Most notably, 
in October, they won the Level 3 Intermediate Non Pro-Aged Event, Prime Time Non Pro-Aged Event, and placed fourth in the 
Level 4 Non Pro-Aged Event at the AZRHA Best of the West Derby. 

Since Boer rides with Baruch Reining Horses, Yonathan Baruch has also developed a personal tie to Out Of The Furnace. Boer 
and Baruch are both careful not to put too much pressure on the gelding in his return to the arena. “We just don’t want to jinx 
anything. This team has been a very significant team here for the last two years. They’ve done tremendously well, and that’s why 
we’re reserved because we just want to see them come back,” Baruch said. 

From the beginning, Out Of The Furnace just had that “it” factor. “He’s super athletic, great minded—as in able to focus—but he 
plays a lot. He’s goofy on the ground. He’s got a big personality, big heart. But when you go out in the show pen, he’s like, ‘Let’s 
do this for me,’ you know. He wants to really go show. He doesn’t want to cause any problems. He wants to be good,” Boer said. 

While it’s not uncommon to sell horses once they’re past the age of six and deemed “open horses,” Boer and Baruch had a feeling 
it would be best to keep him in their program. 

“It was exciting to show him. We kept him so we can bring him over here and show him in all the major events this year… And 
then we got a setback to where we didn’t get to show over here, but in the meantime, we found another one that kind of put us to 
work and we’re building on. And now at the Derby, instead of one bullet, she’s gonna have two strong bullets,” Baruch said. 

Regarding the bullet known as Out Of The Furnace and his return, Boer said, “We’re just happy he’s here and how good he’s com-
ing back.”

Classic Connection
Julie Boer
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Rookie Level 2 Champion – 
Minki Venter & Bigshot In The Dark
South African native Minki Venter is 
making the most of her first NRBC 
appearance, taking home the Rookie 
Level 2 Championship and scoring 
a ticket to the Yellowstone Rookie 
Shootout aboard Bigshot In The 
Dark.
Bigshot In The Dark is by Wimpys 
High Bid and out of Surpriseinadark-
alley. The seven-year-old gelding 
is bred and owned by Story Book 
Stables and is who Venter credits for 
helping expand her horizons in the 
reining arena.
“There’s not a lot of room for im-
provement in South Africa. (We’re) 
kind of stuck with what we have. And 
right now, I think me and my horse, 
we can’t improve further in South 
Africa. So we decided that the next best thing is to get a horse here,” Venter said. 
While Venter acquired Slate 2’s Rookie Level 2 Championship with a score of 73, she had to overcome some 
nerves lingering from Slate 1. 
“The first run for the Rookie didn’t go as planned. It was my first run in America. It was my first class with 
him, and I was very nervous. If I wasn’t so nervous, he would have done better. But then my second run, I 
kind of relaxed, and I just rode him like I rode him in the warm up.” 
While Venter may still be finding her footing in this unfamiliar territory, earning the Rookie Level 2 Cham-
pionship—along with a spot in the Yellowstone Rookie Shootout—has been a big confidence boost for the 
South African rider on an American horse.
Venter thanks Tamryn Thorp, Patrick Flaherty, and Arno Honstetter for helping make the opportunity to 
own a horse overseas possible.

TOGETHER
Bringing You the Best  of Reining

TOGETHER

Photo by Alden Corrigan Media
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2025 The Run For A Million Rookie Qualifiers
The NRBC is a qualifying event for the 2025 The Run For A Million Rookie, Non Pro, Youth, and Amateur 
classes. With both slates of Rookie classes now complete, we’re proud to recognize the riders who quali-
fied in Tulsa for the Rookie divisions. Congratulations to all!

If your name is on this list, please visit the Media Office before you leave Tulsa so we can take your 
headshot to send to TRFAM producers.
Rookie Level 1 [1]
Kelley Gravenslund & Gunna Dream Big

Emma Graves & Boon Lite Whiz

Dick Fletcher & Gals Love A Spook

Jillaine Villio & Enter Sandmann

Kate Russell & Spookgotitssmokn

Rookie Level 2 [1]
Kelley Gravenslund & Gunna Dream Big

Jordan Wright Du Plessis & Alpha Taris 
Chic

Emma Graves & Boon Lite Whiz

Dick Fletcher & Gals Love A Spook

Jillaine Villio & Enter Sandmann

Rookie Level 1 [2]
Peyton Langford & Mainly A Gunner

Justine Chase & Wallas First Vintage

Rookie Level 2 [2]
Minki Venter & Bigshot In The Dark

Peyton Langford & Mainly A Gunner
Leila Palesrant & Chics Digg It

If your name is on this list, please visit the Media Office be-
fore you leave Tulsa so we can take your headshot to send 
to TRFAM producers.

NOTICE
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Yellowstone Rookie, Rios of Mercedes Family of Brands Green Reiner, Blo Gun/Spooks 
Grand Slam Masters, and Fappani/Spooks N Jewels Legends Shootout Qualifiers

FAST, FREE WIFI
Thank Genetech because you 
have access to Fast, Free Wifi!

 Password = GENETECH

The Haala Denim booth is located in the 
vendor hall behind the Ford Truck Arena 
and is open daily from 9 AM to 5 PM. They 
specialize in women’s riding jeans that 
offer the perfect fit for any body type.

With many styles to choose from, they 
have hundreds of jeans in stock here at 
the show. Stop by their booth and try 
on a pair of the perfect riding jeans that 
“stretch, but don’t stretch out.”

You can also shop online at haaladenim.
com.

Vendor Spotlight
Haala Denim



17

April 23, 2025

17

The Yellowstone Rookie Shootout lineup is now set following the completion of the second slate of Rookie 
classes Tuesday at the National Reining Breeders Classic in Tulsa.

Seven riders earned their way into the clean-slate Shootout, which will kick off Thursday evening’s compe-
tition in the Ford Arena. The Yellowstone Rookie Shootout gives Rookie-level competitors a chance to step 
into the spotlight in a competitive, high-energy format.

The 2025 Yellowstone Rookie Shootout qualifiers are:

Lexi Laster & KR Dually Dun Gun

Jordan Wright Du Plessis & Alpha Taris Chic

Minki Venter & Bigshot In The Dark

Susan Fiely & Cash Made Easy

Emmerie Patek & Pretty With A Twist

Veronica Stewart & Neverthoughtiwould

Valerie Sturgeon & Whizkeys Shining Gun

The Yellowstone Rookie Shootout is the first of four fea-
tured Shootouts scheduled for Thursday evening. It will 
be followed by the Blo Gun/Spooks Grand Slam Masters 
Non Pro Shootout, the Fappani/Spooks N Jewels Legends 
Non Pro Shootout, and the Rios Family of Brands Green 
Reiner Shootout. All Shootouts will run on a clean-slate format.

Yellowstone Rookie Shootout Qualifiers Announced
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Vendor Spotlights
Continental Saddlery

Davis Western Tradin’ Company

Silent Auction benefiting Rein In Cancer

Proudly owned by Oliver and Heike Dusterhoff since 1996,    
Continental Saddlery has been handcrafting high-quality     
reining saddles right out of Ider, Alabama. Producing 8–10 
saddles per week, you’ll often see Oliver tooling and braiding 
leather while Heike stains and turns the fenders. They’ve been 
part of the NRBC family since 2006, and their saddles are not 
only seen in the arena but often awarded as prizes! 

Visit them in the Vendor Hall behind the Ford Truck Arena

Open daily from 9 AM – 5 PM. Contact them at (256) 632-4165    
or continentalsaddlery.com

Swing by, say hello, and see the craftsmanship up close! 

Owned by Linda Davis and located on the south 
concourse of the Ford Truck Arena Davis Western 
Tradin’ company has a wide variety of cowboy 
boots for all ages.

They take pride in being the Largest Rios of Mer-
cedes Dealer in the WORLD! All of their Rios of 
Mercedes and Anderson Bean Styles are unique to 
Davis Boots - found no place else! 

Be sure to stop by their booth and try on a pair for 
yourself. 

Davis Western Tradin’ Company- Puttin the cowboy 
back in boots!

Come check it out  in front of the show office — we’ve got a fantastic variety of items up for grabs, with 
new ones added daily! Bid early, bid often, and support a great cause!

Auction ends Saturday, April 22nd at 2 PM — don’t miss out!
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SHOW SCHEDULE

2025 NRBC SCHEDULES & RESULTS

DAILY SCHEDULE

WARM-UP/SCHOOLING SCHEDULE DRAWS/RESULTS


