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April 16, 2025

Includes the Non Pro Prelim Draw!

SlideStreet Journal
Find complete results, draws, and more at NRBC.com

April 16, 2025

Today’s Schedule
Ford Truck
9 a.m. Non Pro Classic Prelims 2nd Section)
30-minute lunch following draw #114

Super Duty Indoor
Paid Warm Ups

Central Park Hall Arena
Paid Warm Ups

Stay Up-to-Date
Make sure to scan 
the QR code to the 
right to get regular 
text updates, thanks 
to Ranch Fuel!
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The first section of the National Reining 
Breeders Classic Non Pro preliminary round 
came to a close Tuesday afternoon, and at 
the end of the day, Arizona’s Kim Muehl-
staetter commanded the top spot of the 
leaderboard with a 220. Muehlstaetter rode 
Smoky Mountain Rein, a 5-year-old gelding 
whose lifetime earnings are approaching the 
$100,000 mark. 

The more than 220 Non Pro Classic hope-
fuls will be whittled down to the crème de la 
crème through the preliminary round. After 
the third section of Non Pro preliminaries on 
Thursday, the top 30 in the Non Pro Levels 
4, 3, 2, and 1 will advance to the clean-slate 
Finals on Saturday, April 19. Those competi-
tors will be joined by the top 20 in the Prime 
Time Non Pro and the top 10 in the new 
Masters Non Pro.

Riders advancing to the Finals will learn 
their draw position during the Markel Insur-
ance Non Pro Draw Party, slated for Thurs-
day at 6 p.m.

Current leaders through the first section of 
the Non Pro prelims are:
Level 4, Prime Time, & Non Pro Chrome 
Cash – Kim Muehlstaetter &
Smoky Mountain Rein 
(Spooks Gotta Whiz x Sprats Electricspark) – 
220
Owned by Kim & Martin Muehlstaetter | Bred 
by Texas Horsepower Ranch LLC
Level 3 Co & Level 2 – Giorgia Grace Medows & 
Time Inn A Bottle 
(In Like Flinn x Surprizentheprincess) – 218
Owned & Bred by Amy Medows 
Level 3 Co – Jesse Boyd & Gunna Be First 
(ARC Gunnabeabigstar x ARC Wallas First) – 218
Owned by Unhitched Partners | 
Bred by William Newman Jr.
Level 1 – Nicole Deary & Dun It For Whiz 
(Dun It For Whizkey x Indians Gunalena) – 217
Owned by Casey Deary | Bred by Calvin Burger

Masters – Nicole McDevitt & I Shine At Nite 
(Gunners Special Nite x Shiney Enterprise) – 216.5 
(with handicap)
Owned by Nicole McDevitt | Bred by McQuay Stables

The Non Pro preliminary competition continues 
today with the second section at 9 a.m. 

Complete draws, results, news, and more can be 
found at NRBC.com. 

Kim Muehlstaetter & Smoky Mountain Rein Lead
Non Pro Classic Preliminaries 
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Minki Venter, a 15-year-old 
from Johannesburg, South 
Africa, made the 16-hour flight 
to compete in reining for the 
first time here at the NRBC. 
Minki got her start on the 
back of a show jumping pony, 
transitioning to the available 
Western events in 2018, when 
she got her first Quarter Horse. 
“A big, fat, and chunky horse—
that’s when I fell in love with it. 
I fell in love with him, and I fell 
in love with the sport.”

For Minki, riding and show-
ing in reining back home in 
South Africa looks a lot dif-
ferent. Horse shows are only 
offered outdoors, with most of 
them being English. The aver-
age class size she competes in 
is about 10 horses, with just a 
handful of different classes being offered. With NRHA 
only starting in her country in 2019 - and taking a 
pause during COVID - it’s now seeing growth, includ-
ing the addition of the Novice Horse Open class just 
last year! Minki credits her friend Jordan Du Plessis, 
and her coach from home, Tammy, for encouraging 
and pushing her to make the trip to compete. She 
says showing at the NRBC is like “something that 
pushes you to learn more, do more, and grow.” 

While she’s here, she’s looking forward to riding 
as many different horses as she can and trying out 
all the different arenas at the Tulsa Expo Square. 
“I struggled with ice boots yesterday, but I’ve got 
it down now. I’m nervous, but everyone’s been 
so sweet.” Her goal while at the show is to build a 
connection with her horse and learn how everyone 
else rides. She’s also got her eye on qualifying for 
The Run For A Million, which is at the very top of her 
bucket list.

Looking ahead, Minki plans to finish high school 
and hopes to attend Texas A&M, where she’ll work 
toward her dream job of becoming an equine chiro-

practor.

Minki will be showing in the Rookie classes at this 
year’s NRBC with her horse Bigshot In The Dark, or 
“Frank.” He’s a gelding sired by Wimpys High Bid out 
of Surpriseinadarkalley. Her favorite maneuver on 
him is his stop. “He has big maneuvers and such a 
cute personality. He’s a great first horse to learn on.”

Frank was a birthday gift last August, and this is 
the first time Minki has gotten to meet and ride him 
in person. “I’ve already bonded with him so much. 
He’s such a big talker - I think I was more excited to 
see him than to start learning when I got here.” She 
had several people at the barn sending her photos 
so she could get her “Frank fix” until she could meet 
him herself. She could not thank the entire Story 
Book Stables team enough for their guidance and 
welcoming attitude, along with her coach Tammy for 
all of the help at home. 

While Minki is focused on horses while she’s here, 
if you don’t find her in the saddle, you might catch 
her shopping for Wranglers - or in the Chick-fil-A line!

Classic Connection
Minke Venter
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WHAT WE DO
-

ELITE EQUINE SPA OFFERS WORLD CLASS 
THERAPY FOR WORLD CLASS ATHLETES. 

TREATMENTS
-

THE THE COLD SALTWATER THERAPY REDUCES THE 
RISK OF INJURY BEFORE AND AFTER EXERCISE 

AND COMPETITION BY DECREASING BLOOD 
FLOW TO REDUCE INFLAMMATION AND 

SWELLING OF THE LOWER LIMBS.

SCHEDULE TODAY AND GIVE YOUR HORSE A COMPETITIVE EDGE.

CONNECT WITH US

1 - 8 8 8 - 8 8 - S A LT Y

@eliteequinespaeliteequinespa.com @EliteEquineSpa

Slide Street Journal NRBC.com

Your equine athletes work hard! Now thanks to 
Tinker With Dreams, aka “Cilantro,” you can re-
ward your horse with a treat after a big run at the 
Cilantro Horse Snack Stop outside the Ford Truck 
Arena. Riders can treat their mounts to a selec-
tion of snacks, including apples, carrots, pepper-
mints, and horse cookies, so there’s something 
for even the choosiest of horses. 

Cilantro is owned by Diamond Dub Quarter 
Horses, and was ridden to major victories with 
Dany Tremblay. 

Treat Yo’ Horse at the 
Cilantro Horse Snack Stop 
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Practice Up 
Cornhole Tournament Returns

The Nutrena Cornhole Tournament made a spectacular debut 
at last year’s NRBC, delivering an exciting and competitive event 
where everyone had a shot at victory. In the end, Shane Walters 
and Kiefer Kaufman emerged as champions, each taking home a 
custom Nutrena NRBC cornhole set crafted by Stacy Palmer.

Building on that success, Nutrena is proud to return as the 
sponsor of the 2025 tournament, where this year’s winners will 
once again earn custom sets. Scheduled for 2 PM on April 20 on 
the Central Park Lawn, the event promises another afternoon of 
friendly competition and lively entertainment for both partici-
pants and spectators.

The tournament has quickly become a signature NRBC tradi-
tion, bringing together friends and family for a fun-filled break from the arena. Thanks to Nutrena’s contin-
ued support, competitors of all skill levels can enjoy the camaraderie and good-natured rivalry—all while 
contributing to a great cause, raising funds for Rein In Cancer.

“Some of the most memorable NRBC moments come from these extra activities,” said NRBC Secretary-
Treasurer Cheryl Cody. “Over the years, the show has built a tradition of creating those special experiences.”

Nutrena Sale Consultant Kirk Chilson echoed the enthusiasm: “Last year’s event was such a blast that we 
knew we had to keep it going and make it even bigger this year.”

The tournament follows a simple format: two-member teams compete head-to-head, with the winning 
team advancing to the next round. Whether you’re in it for the competition or just the fun, this event is one 
you won’t want to miss!

Slide Street Journal NRBC.com

Practice Up!
You could win one of 

these cornhole boards.

Enter the Nutrena Enter the Nutrena 
CornholeCornhole

Tournament!Tournament!

Tournament to be held Sunday, April 20 at 2 pm Tournament to be held Sunday, April 20 at 2 pm 
Central Park Hall CourtyardCentral Park Hall Courtyard
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Classic Connection - Butch Lemay
Butch Lemay is often found 

driving the tractor here at the 
NRBC, but that’s not where it 
all started. Born and raised in 
Wisconsin, and spending his 
summers in Montana, Lemay 
grew up ranching. As a young 
child, he spent many days at a 
sale barn, in the pen with the 
ponies - taking them from one 
sale, riding them, and return-
ing a few months later to sell. 

Over the years, Butch put in 
countless hours in the saddle, 
competing in high school ro-
deo, then going on to college. 
He stayed in Wisconsin for 
school but traveled the coun-
try competing in rodeos, start-
ing out on bareback horses. 
One day, he was entered into 
the saddle bronc event with-

out his knowledge. He got on - and there was no looking back.

Throughout the years, he worked every event in rodeo. He was the first man to qualify for the International 
Finals Rodeo in two rough stock events and two timed events in the same year: calf roping, team roping, 
bareback riding, and saddle bronc riding. Only one other person has ever done the same. In 1984 and again 
in 1986, Butch Lemay became the Saddle Bronc Champion at the IFR. His favorite thing? Drawing a bucking 
horse that had never been ridden.

When he wasn’t on horse, he trained with a boxer, learning that the mental game is just as important. “He 
had me believing I could do anything. And that was the mindset. I love pressure. I love to go last and know 
exactly how much I gotta be, how fast I gotta be. Or go first and set the pace, and say, ‘Okay, now come and 
get it.’ Either first or last.”

During his early years as a rodeo contestant, Butch met his wife, Mary. One late night, she called him to 
help fix the footing at an arena she was judging at. He worked through the night, and he’s been getting hired 
for events ever since. “My family had a background in construction, so I was always messing with dirt.” He 
spent years in the family business, prepping concrete pads, setting up rodeo grounds, seeing dirt from every 
angle.

Now 72, Lemay still rides and ropes two to three days a week at home in Oklahoma, though he doesn’t 
compete much anymore. He drives the tractor at about three to four shows a year, and his wife now enjoys 
retirement in her flower garden at home.

Looking back on his career, Lemay offered two pieces of advice: “It’s really hard to soar with the eagles 
when you hang out with turkeys. Find the best person in the world and hang out with them.”

And, “Don’t eat much ice cream and French fries until you’re done competing and retired.”
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Classic Connecton - Andie George
Andie George traveled to Tulsa for the NRBC to com-

pete in her first derby with her new horse, Vintage 
Wimpy sired by Platinum Vintage out of Wimpys Seduc-
tress. She purchased the 6-year-old gelding in late Au-
gust and, after riding him only twice, headed straight to 
her first major show - the High Roller - where she began 
learning his buttons on the go. She explained that he’s 
laid back, and noted that the quirkiest thing he does is 
roll in shavings immediately after being cleaned. 

Before NRBC, Andie had primarily shown in youth, 
rookie, and green classes. Although she lives in Texas, 
she trains with Crystal McNutt in Arizona, who helped 
her find her new horse. 

When it comes to getting ready for a show, Andie em-
phasizes the importance of staying organized and level-
headed. She tries not to overthink her performance, 
instead treating show days like any other day to keep her 
nerves in check. “The more I think about it, the more I 
wind myself up,” she says. By keeping a consistent mind-
set - whether it’s a local show or a major derby - she’s 
able to stay calm and focused. After a show, she imme-
diately shifts into organization mode, putting everything 
back in its place to reset and regroup for the next event.

Her horse show essential is hairspray, to keep her hat 
secure - no pins needed! Outside the arena, she enjoys 
desert drives, spending time with family and friends, 
and making the most of her schedule. She added that she loves the freedom of online high school classes, 
especially during hot Texas summers, which allow her to ride when conditions are best.

So what advice does Andie have for other big-event first timers? “Have fun, and see what it’s all about.”

April 16, 2025
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April 16, 2025

Meet Equine Sports Medicine, 
your official show veterinarian, 
conveniently located just out-
side the Mustang Arena!

Founded by Dr. Alan Don-
nell and Dr. Dave Frisbie over 
20 years ago, the entire ESM 
Team is dedicated to provid-
ing top-tier equine veterinary 
care. They offer a full range of 
on-site veterinary services— ex-
cept dental work—to keep your 
horse feeling its best!

Available anytime the show is 
running

On-call 24/7 for emergencies

Stop by the trailer to say hello 
and meet the vets!

Call: 940-686-2118 or visit 
www.eqsmr.com

Vendor Spotlight
Stop by Kelly Herd Jewelry, located on the 

concourse of the Ford Truck Arena!

Specializing in handcrafted silver and gold 
equestrian jewelry, this family-built business 
brings over 30 years of experience to every piece. 
Now proudly run by the third generation of jewel-
ers, Kelly Herd Jewelry is based in Cleveland, 
TN and offers a beautiful selection to suit every 
style.

Whether you’re looking for something classic 
or a custom piece, they’re here to help you find 
the perfect addition to your collection.

Visit them on the Ford Truck Concourse

Explore more at www.kellyherdjewelry.com
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P R E PA R E  TO  
F I N I S H  F I R S T

Serving the performance horse industry for more than 50 years.

T E N D A H O R S E . C O M   |   8 3 3 . 2 9 8 . 3 6 3 2

Pictured is ThorSport Resident 
Stallion, Smart Cowboy Whiz. 

For breeding information visit 
www.thorsportfarm.com

Provides instant shine for the show ring

F I R S T  I N  S H O W 

COAT / HOOF CONDITIONER

F E A T U R I N G @tendahorse

@tendahorse

Tenda Horse Products

Your Source For Agricultural  
Paints and Coatings

BUY DIRECT & SAVE!

@FARMPAINT FARM PAINT

877-441-3276   |    FARMPAINT.COM

PROUD PARTNER


