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2023 Slide Street Journal
Records Broken and History Made as 
Open Classic Preliminaries Conclude

Those to witness the Open Classic preliminary 
round at the 2023 NRBC are sure to never forget it. 
The 4-, 5-, 6-, and 7-year-olds brought the heat to Tul-
sa, Oklahoma, these two days. Andrea Fappani and All 
Bettss Are Off (Gunner x Wimpys Little Chic) owned 
by Rancho Oso Rio LLC, take the lead in the Level 4 
preliminaries marking a whopping 230 and winning 
$17,306. 

Josh Tishman and Trendsettter (Spooks Gotta Whiz x 
Timed To Shine), owned by Ann Patridge, bred by Rick 
Ford, took the Level 3 preliminary round with a 229. 
The win of the round was worth $5,399, and Tishman 
earned an additional $8,757 for third in the Level 4. 

 
Wrapping up the Level 2 preliminary round, Sam-

uel Flarida rode TR Fire N Ice (SG Frozen Enterprize 
x Spooks N Sparks), owned by Breana Carsey, to a 
224. TR Fire N Ice, bred by Tamarack Ranch LLC, won 

$3,958 between the L2 win and seventh in the L3.

The high score of the Level 1 went to Twomilliondol-
larchex (Spooks Gotta Whiz x Dun It For Chex), owned 
by Pedro Pastor Hernandez, and Kaleigh Argentero 
with a 220.5. Bred by Cardinal Hill Training Center LLC, 
Twomilliondollarchex added an additional $1,500 to 
his lifetime earnings. 

Shawn Flarida topped the Prime Time with a 228 
aboard Alpha Jac Sparrow (Spooks Gotta Whiz x Chex-
anicki) owned and bred by Fritz Leeman. The pair also 
finished in the Top 5 of the Level 4, worth an addition-
al $6,255.

 The Open Finals will be held Saturday, April 22, be-
ginning at 8 a.m. with Levels 3, 2, 1, and Prime Time.

 The Level 4 Open Finals will begin at 5 p.m.



For Fernando Salgado, it only took one run to take home 
a 2023 NRBC Champion title. Aboard Gunna Be The One 
(Gunnatrashya x Snip O Satellite), owned by Coma Ranch 
LLC, Salgado marked a 226.5 to win the Novice Horse divi-
sion of the Open Classic. 

While the Gainesville, Texas, trainer has had “Rio” in his 
barn since the horse was a yearling, Salgado has had limit-
ed opportunities to show off the stallion’s skills. 

missed the Finals, then last year, I showed him once 
and he got hurt,” he said. “It was a longtime to wait, but 
I thought this show was perfect to come and show in the 
Novice Horse, it worked out great. We are all excited wait-
ing for him to come back to the show pen. I can’t wait to 
show him again!”

The Novice Horse division at the NRBC was the entire 
reason Salgado brought the stallion. With a paycheck of 
$12, 084.12 for the win, it was a solid plan for the horse that is just returning to the competitive arena. 

“For him, that class was perfect,” Salgado said. “His owners were patient, letting me take care of him and 
show him when I was ready. My main goal was to stay away from penalties and all my horses were clean. He 
was correct and it was one of the most fun runs. He is so honest and so easy. I didn’t need to work on top, I sat 
there and drove him from the middle. He makes it easy on my end.”

Salgado is having a successful year thus far, and chalks it up to his team at home. He not only thanks his wife 
and whole crew, but also the horse owners.

“People in my corner have made a huge difference; here me and my assistants all made the Finals,” he said. 
“My customers are part of our family and our team is so strong. We all work together and the barn atmo-
sphere makes a difference. We feel like a bunch of friends riding and working.”

One & Done: Fernando Salgado &
Gunna Be The One Win Novice Horse Open

Don’t Forget to Pick
Up Awards

Awards for 1st and 2nd are present-
ed in the arena, and all others can be 
picked up at the Awards Office. The 
Awards Office is located next to the 
Mustang Arena. 



At the end of the preliminaries for the Open Classic here at 
the NRBC, there is one incentive that paid out, the Chrome 
Cash. The Chrome Cash program is a class-within-a-class 
format in which registered American Paint Horse Association 
horses are eligible for exclusive payouts. Trendsettter (Spooks 
Gotta Whiz x Timed To Shine) and Josh Tishman came out on 
top scoring a 229 to take the incentive check. Trendsettter is 
owned by Ann Patridge and was bred by Rick Ford. 

“Chrome Cash is great, having that extra added money is 
always great,” Tishman said. “It is also a fun extra program for 
owners to have something to look forward to.”

In addition to the incentive, Patridge was able to get a run in 
on her gelding earlier this week to qualify in the Rookie for the 
Run For A Million. 

“He goes in there and she is able to go cruise him through and mark a big score for her in that class,” Tish-
man said. “In his mind set it is almost like a paid warm up, the less you ask the more he gives.”

Josh Tishman & Trendsettter Win
Chrome Cash Open 

When an individual gives their heart, soul and love to the 
NRBC, Markel is there to recognize that contribution with the 
NRBC Commitment Award. The NRBC Board of Directors and 
Markel originally put their heads together to honor individu-
als critical to the reining industry that may not always claim 
centerstage, and that is when the award was created, says 
Markel Director of Western Disciplines Frank Costantini. 

“In the reining horse industry or any segment of the horse 
industry, there is that person you can always count on to step 
up monetarily or with a contribution they can give to help the 
industry, and often it is someone not always recognized by 
their peers,” he said. “Those are the individuals we wanted to 
recognize.” 

In 2023, the NRBC and Markel recognized Vaughn Zimmer-
man with the award. Zimmerman is a longtime horse industry supporter from Western pleasure and racing to 
reined cow horse and reining. 

 “If you need someone to support an event, all you have to do is call Vaughn and he will probably participate, 
with his children and grandchildren or a professional trainer. Vaughn is in as long as it makes sense,” Costanti-
ni said. “If anyone ever had a commitment to the reining or show horse industry, Vaughn Zimmerman set the 
standard for that type of person. He has been in and helping for many, many years.”

Vaughn Zimmerman Honored with Markel 
NRBC Commitment Award



Following two full days of high-scoring prelim-
inary runs, the Open Classic field was set for the 
Saturday, April 22, Final. At the Matt Mills Open 
Draw Party, exhibitors, owners, contestants and 
sponsors joined the top 30 riders to watch them 
draw for position in the $100,000 Classic. The 
party was on sponsor Matt Mills, who was also 
among those drawing for a spot in the Saturday 
Final! 

At the Open Draw Party, competitors selected 
a commemorative wine glass with their draw 
number then were able to pick up their first-go 
checks. 

Preliminary round high score rider Andrea 
Fappani picked up a check for $17,306 aboard All 
Bettss Are Off, owned by Rancho Oso Rio LLC, for 
the 230 score marked on preliminary day two. 

Mills and his wife, Karen, are not only longtime 
NRBC sponsors, they’re both avid competitors. Matt is an NRHA Million Dollar Rider and both he and Karen 
have seen a lot of success at past NRBC events. 

Excitement, Calcutta Fuel Fun at
Matt Mills Open Draw Party 



Congratulations to Thursday’s
Super Duty Arena Winners!

Rookie Level 1 & Level 2 High Point 
Champion

Rookie Level 1 & Level 2 (2)
Champion

Owen Deary & Gunnarichashay
It took a special horse for Owen 

Deary to split his time between base-
ball and reining, and Gunnarickashay 
(Gunnatrashya x Rondas Tio) was up 
to the task. After four years away from 
the reining pen, Owen has roared 
back, claiming the Rookie Level 2 and 
Rookie Level 1 High Point awards 
after winning the classes both slates.

The Deary barn is busy at the 
NRBC, but Owen was able to focus in 
on “Ricky.” Coming from the Cactus 
Reining Classic where he qualified for 
The Run For A Million and also won a 
High Point, Owen was riding a high.

“He was just locked in and felt so 
good. He was great,” Owen said. “I am 
excited to go to The Run For A Mil-
lion on him. I’ve never doubted him, 
and he is such a trooper. I was and 
still am pursuing baseball, but Ricky 
is a great horse to get back on, he is 
amazing. Ricky has made showing 
special for me.”

Owen says he did feel pressure 
getting in the saddle of such an ac-
complished horse, but he had support 
from his dad, and the owners, Jody 
L Puno of Puno Performance Horses 
LLC.

“I’d like to thank my dad, Casey 
Deary, for helping me get ready and 
mentally ready to show after a long 
break,” he said. “I’d like to thank the 
Punos, and I thank them a lot, for 
letting me ride their great horse. Luca 
Fappani has helped me and helped 
Ricky get ready to show.”

Entering multiple 
Rookie classes would 
have meant several fees, 
but they were paid thanks 
to Toyon Ranch.

“I’d like to thank Toy-
on on behalf of all the 
Rookies for sponsoring 
the Rookie and letting us 
run for free,” Owen said. 
“That is really amazing 
what they’ve done for this 
class.”

Prime Time Rookie 
High Point Champion

Kent Ray Taylor & Xtra 
Wimpy Catalyst

Prime Time Rookie (2) 
Champion

Kent Ray Taylor &
Hot Hollywood Whizky

Kent Ray Taylor won 
both slates of the Prime 
Time Rookie to take 
home the wins and the 
High Point award from 
the 2023 NRBC. Howev-
er, he rode two horses.

Xtra Wimpy Catalyst 
(Wimpys Little Step x Im 
Not Blonde), called “Zor-
ro,” took him to the slate 
one win. In slate two, he 
rode “Money,” registered 
as Hot Hollywood Whiz-
ky (Topsail Whiz x Hot 
Hollywood Jewels), to a 
142.5 for the win and tied 
for reserve on Zorro, the 
horse that also earned Taylor the High 
Point buckle. 

“I have two I show, so I have a sec-
ond chance to practice and, hopefully, 
get better at this,” he said. “Money 

and Zorro are totally different hors-
es. Money is all go, and you have to 
go with him and be ready. So we can 
keep getting better, we are going to 
more shows and I’m trying to get 
better.



Taylor, from Phoenix, Arizona, 
began showing reining horses 13 
months ago, and only competed at 
three shows in 2022. This year started 
with a bang, when Taylor and Xtra 
Wimpy Catalyst qualified for The Run 
For A Million Rookie at the Cactus 
Reining Classic. At the NRBC, both of 
Taylor’s geldings qualified for the Yel-
lowstone Paramount Network Rookie 
Shootout Finals. 

“My goal is to always do what 
Mandy [Faust] tells me to do,” he said. 
Faust works for Craig Schmersal, 
Taylor’s trainer. “She is a lifesaver and 
gets me ready.

Toyon Ranch sponsored the Rookie 
class and paid all the exhibitors’ fees, 
which Taylor says the competitors all 
appreciated.

Rookie Professional High Point 
Champion

Rookie Professional [2] Champion
Liam Sykes & Hope N A Prayer

Liam Sykes has been racking up 
the hardware this week at the NRBC 
aboard Hope N A Prayer (Whizkey N 
Diamonds x The Love Bud) owned by 
Eddy and Summer Gerrald. The duo 
is taking home the win for the second 
slate in the Rookie Pro after marking 
a 72.5 to earn $290.72. The win also 
picked up the Rookie Pro High Point 
award.

Skyes notes he showed a little more 
carefully because of pattern number 
2 being a trickier pattern with stops 
up and down the middle and lead 
changes shifting from a large fast into 
a small slow.

“Running down the middle and 
stopping and running straight back 
and stopping is something you don’t 
do very often, it was interesting but 
we got it done,” Sykes said.

Sykes thanks biggest mentor and 

boss, Trent Harvey, for 
all of his help and own-
ers Eddy and Summer 
for putting him on great 
horses like Hope N A 
Prayer. Sykes also thanks 
the people in the barn for 
everything they do as well 
as his parents and girl-
friend, Emma, for their 
support. 

Limited Open [2]
Champion

Cody Guthridge &
Dun With Guns

Dakota “Cody” Guth-
ridge, of Pilot Point, 
Texas, hasn’t even had 
30 days to get to know 
Dun With Guns (Gun-
ners Special Nite x Bell 
Starr Dun It) but the pair 
successfully competed in 
the Limited Open at the 
NRBC to claim slate two’s 
win and the High Point 
award for the class.

Guthridge, 29, who 
works for Tom McCutch-
eon, has been training in 
Texas for five years. He 
started to ride “Denun-
zio” for owner Shawn 
Stratman.

“I’ve been keeping 
him quiet, and I got him ready at this 
horse show for her,” he said. “He’s a 
great horse. I didn’t know I was going 
to show him [today]. It was a hard 
pattern, but he was there for me. He’s 
a hard stopper and a hard turner.”

The bay gelding is a barn favorite, 
and Guthridge says everybody loves 
him. Originally, Guthridge was going 
to school the horse for Stratman.

“I decided to go for it because he 
was there for me,” he said. “Yesterday 

we were a 145 and he is consistent. He 
has been shown by a lot of people at 
the ranch and he’s great for everybody. 
This is my first NRBC buckle.”

The conclusion of the Limited Open 
seals Guthridge’s competition days at 
the NRBC.

“That’s it for me. Cade [McCutch-
eon] and some Non Pros will show 
some more, though,” he said. “I want 
to thank the McCutcheons and his 
owner, Shawn Stratman, for every-
thing.”





Limited Non Pro High Point
Dana Pastorino &
Hesa Rockin Whiz

Riding her “rock steady” gelding 
Hesa Rockin Whiz (Topsail Whiz x A 
Bueno Poco Dunit), Dana Pastorino 
earned the first high point award of 
the 2023 NRBC in the Limited Non 
Pro. In slate 1, she and the 2016 geld-
ing tied for first, and in slate 2, her 
72.5 score earned second place for the 
cumulative win. 

The pair have been a team for about 
a year. Pastorino’s seen immediate 
success with “The Rock,” owned by 
Pastorino Hay & Ranch Supply. 

“I haven’t been reining for that long, 
so it is exciting to be so successful 
with this horse, so far,” she said. “We 
will be together a year in May. I really 
clicked with him; he taught me so 
much. He’s always there for me and 
the same, just rock steady. He also has 
a personality that is over the moon.”

The team is headed to Friday’s Fi-
nals in the Non Pro Classic. 

“I was [riding] to get ready for 
tomorrow’s Finals, and I wanted to 
make sure my slow lead changes were 
perfect,” she said. “We are super con-
nected, and I feel good!”

Pastorino is from Half Moon Bay, 
California. She thanked the Tremblay 
crew, especially Fred and Dany, for 
their support.

Limited Non Pro (2) Champion
Adele Cunningham &

KB Bucks N Guns
With the go-ahead from trainer Josh 

Tishman to “show him off,” Adele 
Cunningham let KB Bucks N Guns 
(Gunner x Smart Whizzin Jenny) do 
his thing to win the Limited Non Pro 
with a 74 to win. The 9-year-old geld-
ing is owned by Kaylene Cunning-
ham who showed him before Adele, 

17 years old, took the 
reins. 

“I’ve been riding him 
just this year,” Adele 
said. “He’s laid back and 
will do anything you 
want. He will listen to 
me and show.”

Her winning run felt 
good, so Adele trusted 
the gelding to pick his 
speed in his circles. 

“His stops got a 
little strong but he still 
stopped; it was just 
great,” she said. “He’s 
fun. I want to thank the 
entire Tishman barn 
and my mom and dad 
for helping me.”

This is the Weather-
ford, Texas, teens sec-
ond win at the NRBC, 
having claimed the 
Novice Horse Non Pro 
Level 1 Champion title 
on Wednesday riding 
Trash Enterprises. She’s 
also showing in the 
Non Pro and hopes to 
do well.

Congratulations to Thursday’s Reserve Champions!
Limited Open (2) – Nikki Tyndall & Gals Love A Spook

Limited Open (2) – Liam Sykes & Hope N A Prayer
Limited Non Pro (2) Res – Dana Pastorino & Hesa Rockin Whiz

Rookie Professional (2) – Danilo Valdambrini & New N Town
Rookie Professional (2) – Casey Watson & Thomas Magnums 45
Rookie Level 1 (2) – Kent Ray Taylor & Hot Hollywood Whizky
Rookie Level 2 (2) – Kent Ray Taylor & Hot Hollywood Whizky

Prime Time Rookie (2) - Gayle Pniak & Thisgalaintnowimp
Prime Time Rookie (2) - Stacy Davis & I Got Your Remedy

Prime Time Rookie (2) - Kent Ray Taylor & Xtra Wimpys Catalyst





CLASSIC CONNECTIONS
A FAMILY TRADITION

It was a long way from the walk-trot class she first entered at the 
2020 NRBC when Lily Forzani rode into the Limited Non Pro class in 
2023. Riding two horses—Annies Custom Pistol (Gunner x Anniegit-
yergun) and Double Loaded Gun (Gunner x KR Anniegityergun)—the 
11-year-old competed against exhibitors who have been showing as 
long as she’s been alive. But that doesn’t deter the youth.

“One day, I started riding around in the pasture and fell in love with 
it, and I decided to take lessons,” she said of her start at 8 years old. 
Lily rode with different trainers until she found her niche. “I would 
help my dad feed, and I fell in love with the horses first. I love going 
[to shows] and having fun.”

For her first show, Lily aimed at the NRBC, which was held in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, in 2020 due to COVID. She remembers being nervous 
before going into the pen.

“My mom wasn’t sure she could get me in the pen! My mare did 
not want to trot and loped half the pattern, but coming back and 
showing in the Rookie is more fun. I’m trying to make the Rookie 
Shootout Finals,” she said.

Lily’s mother, Deborah Forzani, also got into horses around her age, riding everything from jumpers to barrel racing 
horses. Now, the family stands nine stallions at Forzani Performance Horses in Aubrey, Texas, including Dun It In Plati-
num, Double Loaded Gun, Gotta Lotta Bud and Greyt Whiz.

After falling in love with reining, Lily has gone all-in with her family’s love of reining. She serves as an NRHA Youth Liai-
son.

“It is so cool to be back in Tulsa and think that my first walk-trot was four years ago. It is amazing,” she said. “I want to 
be a Non Pro in the Level 4 and go to the Finals in Non Pro events.”

Bid High and Often
Rein In Cancer Silent Auction

Don’t forget to visit the Rein In Cancer Silent Auc-
tion!

If you want to start bidding, come find it set up by 
the Horse Show Office in the Ford Arena Exhibit Hall.

The Silent Auction will close at noon on Saturday. 
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Congratulations Yellowstone
Paramount Network
Rookie Shootout Qualifiers!

Five qualifiers to the Yellowstone Paramount Network 
Rookie Shootout finals will compete for bragging rights 
and a one-of-a-kind award on Friday evening in the Ford 
Arena. The top five composite scores from both slates of 
Rookie competition advance to the Shootout, which is 
held prior to the Open Classic Challenge.  

The top 6 (includes ties) Yellowstone Paramount Net-
work Rookie Shootout qualifiers:

Kent Ray Taylor & Xtra Wimpys Catalyst
Kent Ray Taylor & Hot Hollywood Whizky
Brady Lambert & Vintage Princess
Sara Janiece Blevins & Kashnkarry
Owen Deary & Gunnarickashay
Carly Estreich-Lueck & Xtra Orderacocktail

The champion’s award, a quality-crafted, Yellowstone branded sitting bench was constructed by Robert 
Webb, and sponsored by the Paramount Network’s Yellowstone. The skilled rider who takes this prize home is 
sure to feel like they’re sitting right at home on the Dutton Ranch. All Shootout qualifiers receive custom Yel-
lowstone Paramount Network Rookie Shootout buckles.

Gunnatrashya Leads NRBC/Clark’s Pump N 
Shop Sire Awards
With the completion of the Classic Open preliminar-
ies, the standings for the Clarks Pump N Shop NRBC 
Top 10 Leading Sire Awards program has been updat-
ed.

At the end of the show, the final Top 10 Sires will be 
recognized, and the representatives of the stallions 
will be presented with commemorative crystal tro-
phies. The traditional blue crystal vases will continue 
to be awarded to the sires of the champions in all 
divisions.

Clark’s Pump-N-Shop, which operates nearly 70 stores 
in Kentucky, Ohio, West Virginia, and Florida, was es-
tablished in 1976 by John W. Clark. The convenience 
store chain is now co-owned by John’s sons, Rick Clark 
and Brent Clark.





CLASSIC CONNECTIONS
ALL IN THE FAMILY

Cody Bell is no stranger to the reining horse world. His grandfather, 
George Bell, is a Million Dollar Owner and Million Dollar Breeder and 
his father, Brian Bell, is a lifetime NRHA earner of $2,168,907.58, it 
seems natural for Bell to fall into the reining arena as a competitor.

“I’ve grown up around it all my life, but this will be my first time to 
compete in reining,” Bell said. “It wasn’t until this past year-and-a-
half that I’ve put more focus into it.”

The 22-year-old will compete in the Green Reiner division on a 
gelding owned by Tommy Tucker, known as “Chicago.” Smart Chica-
go Spook (Spooks Gotta Whiz x Smart Chicago Lena) is a horse who 
allows Bell to learn and has total lifetime earnings of $23,569.58.

“He wakes up every day and he always wants to be on your side, to 
be your friend,” Bell said. “Some horses are different every day and 
he is the same every day no matter what.”

Bell wasn’t expecting a show of this size to be his first show ever; 
he expressed sincere gratitude to Thomas for allowing him to show 

Chicago.

“Tommy was originally going to be showing here but he had a family emergency and wouldn’t be able to make it to 
this show,” Bell said. “So, he asked if I would like to show him.”

In typical Bell fashion, there must be family competition. Bell says his father, Brian, better enjoy these good days be-
cause he is coming for him! 

Top 10 Non Pro Riders
1 Mandy McCutcheon  $722,814.99
2 Jose Vazquez   $234,355.78
3 Josh Hattig   $190,799.94
4 Lance Griffin   $187,529.50
5 James T Morgan, DVM $171,695.38
6 Kim Dooley   $154,235.40
7 Samantha Griffin-Burns $139,563.70
8 Kelle L. Smith   $127,088.74
9 Jack R Medows   $113,991.61
10 Francesca Sternberg  $113,487.95

Top 10 Non Pro Horses
1 Always Gotyer Gunsup $95,010.93
2 Rufanicki    $81,303.43
3 This Chicsdundreamin $76,244.82
4 Shiners Chic   $76,233.94
5 Rawhides Banjo   $73,058.79
6 Heavy Duty Chex  $71,681.44
7 Taris Dreamer   $65,969.63
8 Like Shiner   $64,751.48
9 Darlins Not Painted  $62,792.19
10 Whiz N Tag Chex  $61,678.96

Top 10 All Time NRBC Earnings
Non Pro Edition






